
APA 6th Edition – Authors in Citations 
 
Number of Authors 1st Text Citation Following Text Citations Author Information for the Reference Citation 

1 1999 Smith determined… OR 
Smith (1999) determined… OR 
A study determined… (Smith, 1999). 

Cite the author every time. Smith, A. N. (1999). 

2 Burns and Allen’s 2004 study found… OR 
Burns and Allen (2004) found that… OR 
A recent study found that… (Burns & Allen, 2004). 

Cite both authors every time. Burns, G. N. & Allen, G. E. (2004). 

3, 4 or 5 Cite all authors the 1st text citation: 
In 2006 Fine, Howard and Howard deduced… OR 
Fine, Howard and Howard (2006) deduced… OR 
Researchers deduced… (Fine, Howard & Howard, 2004). 

Cite only the surname of the 1st 
author, followed by et al. 
Same paragraph as 1st citation: 
(Fine et al.). 
Subsequent paragraphs: 
(Fine et al., 2007). 

Fine, L., Howard, M., & Howard, C. (2006). 

6 or 7 The 2007 study of Gein et al. ascertained that…  OR 
Gein et al. (2007) ascertained that… OR 
Researchers ascertained that… (Gein et al., 2007). 

Cite the first author every time 
followed by et al. 

Include all names of authors: 
Gein, E., Bundy, T., Berkowitz, D., Gacy, G. W., Dahmer, J., 

Watts, C. E., & Ridgway, G. (2007). 

8 or More Same as above (first author, et al., and year). 
Rietschel et al. (1994) 

Cite the first author every time 
followed by et al. 

Include the names of the first six authors, an ellipsis (…), and 
the last author’s name: 
Rietschel, E. T., Kirikae, T., Schade, F. U., Mamat, U., 

Schmidt, G., Loppnow, H., … Padova, F. (1994). 

Group Authors: 
Corporate 

Government 
Organization 

In the 2007 annual report of General Motors... OR 
The National Institutes of Health (2007) reported… OR 
The organization reported… (American Red Cross, 2007). 

Cite as before, unless the group is 
easily recognized by an acronym.  
If this is true, see pp.176-177 of 
the APA Publication Manual for 
instructions. 

General Motors. (2007). 
National Institutes of Health. (2007). 
American Red Cross. (2007). 

 
Author Problems Text Citation Reference Citation 

I have a resource with 
two authors with the 
same last name, but 
different first names. 

Include the authors’ first names in a parenthetical citation: 
(Smith Thomas, 1968) 
(Smith Travis, 1986) 

Include the authors’ first names in brackets after their surname and first initial: 
Smith, T. [Thomas]. (1968). 
Smith, T. [Travis]. (1986). 

I have ordered my 
references 
alphabetically, but I have 
several sources by the 
same author. 

Use the name(s) and corresponding year from the 
reference citation. 
(Cruise, 1986). 
(Cruise, Holmes & Cruise, 2006). 
(Cruise & Kidman, 1990). 
(Cruise & Rogers, 1987). 

Order sources alphabetically using additional authors. If there is only one author or there are 
authors who wrote together multiple times, use the year as your secondary ordering system: 
Cruise, T. (1986). 
Cruise, T., Holmes, K., & Cruise, S. (2006). 
Cruise, T. & Kidman, N. (1990). 
Cruise, T. & Rogers, M. (1987). 

  



APA 6th Edition – Authors in Citations 
 

Author Problems Text Citation Reference Citation 
I have two sources by 
the same author that he 
published in the same 
year. 

Use the name(s) and corresponding year from the 
reference citation. 
 
 
(Cruise, 1983a). 
(Cruise, 1983b). 
(Cruise, 1983c). 

When two or more sources by the same author (or more authors with authors all in the same 
order) are published in the same year, order the references by title, and then add a lowercase 
letter immediately after the date: 
 
Cruise, T. (1983a). All the right moves. 
Cruise, T. (1983b). The outsiders. 
Cruise, T. (1983c). Risky business. 
 
Please note that the above example is NOT how you would cite a movie; movie citations use 
the producer and director in place of an author, not the principal actor. 

My resource has no 
author. 

Use the first few words of the title in place of the author: 
(Police lose eight, 2009) 
 
Only when a work is signed with Anonymous do you use 
the word anonymous as the author: 
(Anonymous, 1772). 

Move the title of a work to where the author usually goes (before the date of publication). 
Police lose eight sex offenders. (2009). 
 
Only when a work is signed with Anonymous do you use the word anonymous as the author: 
Anonymous. (1772). 

 


