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Abstract:  
This collection consists of James A. Michener's manuscripts and galleys relating to the writing of the 
novel Texas, including originals, drafts, edits, and a task force, as well as comments and/or notes by staff 
and others, including de la Teja, Erskine, FT, Fyffe, Kaufman, Kings, LK, T. Krenneck, RW, and Saustrup. 
 
Scope and Content Note:  
This collection consists of James A. Michener's manuscripts and galleys relating to the writing of the 
novel Texas, including originals, drafts, edits, and a task force, as well as comments and/or notes by staff 
and others, including de la Teja, Erskine, FT, Fyffe, Kaufman, Kings, LK, T. Krenneck, RW, and Saustrup. 
 
Biography of James A. Michener: 
James Albert Michener was born in 1907 to unknown parents and raised as an orphan in the care of 
widow Mabel Michener of Doylestown, Pennsylvania. By the time he graduated from high school in 1925, 
he had visited 45 out of the 48 states. He was given a scholarship to Swarthmore, and after graduating 
summa cum laude in 1929, he traveled and continued his education at nine universities inside and 
outside the United States. During this time, he also taught in Pennsylvania, Colorado, and at the Harvard 
School of Education.  
 
When he was not teaching, Michener worked as a textbook editor in New York, and he joined the British 
Merchant Marines. During WWII, he joined the Navy, making use of his experience in the British Merchant 
Marines to climb through the ranks to lieutenant and his knowledge of history to carry out sensitive 
assignments in the South Pacific. It was this experience that brought about Tales of the South Pacific in 
1947, which won a Pulitzer Prize. Michener used this novel as the cornerstone of his writing career, 
publishing almost 50 books in the next 50 years, including Sayonara, Hawaii, The Source, Iberia, 
Caravans, The Covenant, Sports in America, and Poland.   
 
In 1977, a four-part public television series called The World of Michener covered Israel, Hawaii, Spain, 
and Poland, just a few of the countries upon which his books have been based. Several other books have 
been turned into movies or miniseries, and two of his novels have been turned into musicals (most 
notably South Pacific, which won its own 
Pulitzer Prize).   
 
During the time that he was publishing, however, Michener did not ignore the world around him. He ran 
for Congress in 1962 and held positions on several committees, including the Pennsylvania Constitutional 
Convention, the U.S. Postal Service stamp committee, and an advisory position on a council for NASA.  
He also spoke often at congressional hearings and at functions of those organizations in which he held 
particular interest.  
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James A. Michener died at the age of 90 on October 16, 1997 in Texas, three years after his third wife, 
Mari Yoriko Sabusawa. He had no children. 
 
Arrangement (required for multiple level collections):  
 
This collection is organized into a single series: 
 
Restrictions on Access: The collection is open for research. 
 
Restrictions on Use: Copyright restrictions may apply. User is responsible for all copyright compliance.  
Please contact the UNC University Libraries Archival Services Department at  library.archives@unco.edu 
or 970-351-2854 for further information. 
 
Preferred Citation: [Description of Item], James A. Michener papers, Texas Collection (SC 1-26), 
Archival Services, James A. Michener Library, University of Northern Colorado, Greeley, Colorado. 
 
Acquisition Information (if applicable):  
 
Gift of The Center for American History at the University of Texas at Austin in November 1997 as per 
James A. Michener’s will. 
 
Documentation relating to the acquisition is on file in Archives, RG 13 S1 F11-2. 
 
Subjects:  
Michener, James A. (James Albert), 1907-1997 – Texas. 
Texas -- History -- Fiction. 
University of Northern Colorado. Libraries. James A. Michener Library. 
 
Inventory:  
 

Collection MSS # Series Box Folder Title 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 0 Box 1 Folder 0 Finding Aid 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 1 Folder 1 IA. JAM 1st Draft 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 1 Folder 2 IB. JAM Original 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 1 Folder 3 IC. Typed Original 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 1 Folder 4 ID. Staff Comments Original 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 1 Folder 5 IE. JAM 2nd Draft 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 1 Folder 6 IF. JAM Working File for IE 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 1 Folder 7 IG. 2nd Draft Clean Copy 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 1 Folder 7a IH. Staff Comments Second Draft 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 1 Folder 8 I I. JAM 3rd Draft 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 1 Folder 9 I J. 3rd Draft, Clean Copy 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 1 Folder 10 IK. LK & RW comments, 3rd Draft 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 1 Folder 11 IL. JAM 4th Draft 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 1 Folder 12 IM. 4th Draft Clean Copy 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 1 Folder 13 IN. 4th Draft with vacuum edit 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 1 Folder 14 IO. 5th Draft with Saustrup notes and JAM 
revisions 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 1 Folder 15 IP. Task Force 1 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 1 Folder 16 IQ. 6th Draft Clean Copy 
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Collection MSS # Series Box Folder Title 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 1 Folder 17 IR. Chapter 1 Final 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 1 Folder 18 IIA. JAM First Draft 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 1 Folder 19 IIB. JAM Original 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 1 Folder 20 IIC. Typed Original 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 1 Folder 21 IID. Staff Comments, Original 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 1 Folder 22 IIE. JAM 2nd Draft 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 1 Folder 23 IIF. 2nd Draft Clean Copy 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 1 Folder 24 IIG. Staff Comments, 2nd Draft 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 1 Folder 25 IIH. 3rd Draft with Saustrap notes and JAM 
revision 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 1 Folder 26 II-I. 4th Draft with vacuum edit 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 1 Folder 27 IIJ. Task Force 2 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 1 Folder 28 IIL. Erskine Notes & JAM responses 
(empty) 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 1 Folder 29 IIK. Chapter 2 Final 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 2 Folder 30 IIIA. JAM's First Draft 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 2 Folder 31 IIIB. JAM Original 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 2 Folder 32 IIIC. Typed Original 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 2 Folder 33 IIID. Staff Comments, original 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 2 Folder 34 IIIE. JAM 2nd Draft 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 2 Folder 35 IIIF. 2nd Draft, clean copy 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 2 Folder 36 IIIG. Staff Comments, 2nd Draft 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 2 Folder 37 IIIH. 3rd Draft with Saustrup notes & JAM 
revisions 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 2 Folder 38 III - I. 4th Draft with vacuum edit 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 2 Folder 39 IIIJ. Task Force 3 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 2 Folder 40 IIIK. Chapter 3 Final 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 2 Folder 41 IIIL. Erskine Notes (empty) 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 2 Folder 42 IVA. JAM First Draft 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 2 Folder [43?] [IVB?] missing 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 2 Folder 44 IVC. Typed Original 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 2 Folder 45 IVD. Staff Comments, original 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 2 Folder 46 IVE. JAM Second Draft 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 2 Folder 47 IVF. JAM Second Original 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 2 Folder 48 IVG. Working File for Second Original 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 2 Folder 49 IVH. Second Draft Clean Copy 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 2 Folder 50 IV-I. Staff Comments, 2nd Original 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 2 Folder 51 IVJ. JAM Third Draft 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 2 Folder 52 IVK. Third Draft Clean Copy 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 2 Folder 53 IVL. 3rd Draft with Saustrup notes and JAM 
revisions 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 2 Folder 54 IVM. Task Force 4 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 2 Folder 55 IVN. Fourth Draft with vacuum edit 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 2 Folder 56 IVO. Chapter 4, Final 
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Collection MSS # Series Box Folder Title 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 2 Folder 57 IVP. Erskine Notes and JAM Revisions 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 3 Folder 58 VA. JAM First Draft 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 3 Folder 59 VB. JAM Original 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 3 Folder 60 VC. Typed Original 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 3 Folder 61 VD. RW & Fyffe comments, original 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 3 Folder 62 VE. JAM 2nd Draft 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 3 Folder 63 VF. 2nd Draft Clean Copy 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 3 Folder 64 VG. Staff Comments, 2nd Draft 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 3 Folder 65 VH. JAM 3rd Draft 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 3 Folder 66 V-I. 3rd Draft with Saustrup notes and JAM 
revisions 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 3 Folder 67 VJ. Fourth Draft with vacuum edit 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 3 Folder 68 VK. Task Force Five 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 3 Folder 69 VL. Chapter 5, final 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 3 Folder 70 VM. Erskine Notes and JAM Revisions 
(empty) 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 3 Folder 71 VIA. JAM First Draft 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 3 Folder 72 VIB. JAM Original 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 3 Folder 73 VIC. Typed Original 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 3 Folder 74 VID. Staff Comments, original 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 3 Folder 75 VIE. JAM 2nd Draft 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 3 Folder 76 VIF. Second Draft, Clean Copy 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 3 Folder 77 VIG. Staff Comments, 2nd Draft with JAM 
modifications 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 3 Folder 78 VIH. Staff Comments, 2nd Draft with JAM 
Third Draft modifications 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 3 Folder 79 VI - I. Staff comments, 2nd Draft with JAM 
Third Draft modifications 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 4 Folder 80 VIJ. FT Comments, Revised Intro. 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 4 Folder 81 VIK. Third Draft with Saustrup notes and 
JAM Revisions 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 4 Folder 82 VIL. Fourth Draft with vacuum edit 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 4 Folder 83 VIM. Task Force VI 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 4 Folder 84 VIN. Chapter VI -- Final 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 4 Folder 85 VIO.  Erskine Notes (empty 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 4 Folder 86 VIIA. JAM First Draft 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 4 Folder 87 VIIB. JAM Original 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 4 Folder 88 VIIC. Typed Original 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 4 Folder 89 VIID. JAM Second Draft 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 4 Folder 90 VIIE. Second Draft Clean Copy 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 4 Folder 91 VIIF. Staff Comments Second Draft 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 4 Folder 92 VIIG. JAM Third Draft 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 4 Folder 93 VIIH. Third Draft with Saustrup Notes and 
JAM Responses 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 4 Folder 94 VII - I. Fourth Draft with vacuum edit and 
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Collection MSS # Series Box Folder Title 

JAM Fifth Draft 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 4 Folder 95 VIIJ. Fifth Draft with vacuum edit 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 4 Folder 96 VIIK. Task Force VII 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 4 Folder 97 VIIL. Chapter 7 Final 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 4 Folder 98 VIIM. Erskine Notes 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 4 Folder 99 IS. Erskine Notes & JAM responses 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 4 Folder 100 VII 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 4 Folder 101 0. "The Task Force" (edited chapter) 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 5 Folder 102 James Michener Guest Coach University of 
Texas VS. Red Star Club of Yugoslavia, 
November 23, 1986 (farmed b/w 
photograph) 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 5 Folder 103 VIIIA. JAM first draft 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 5 Folder 104 VIIIB. JAM original 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 5 Folder 105 VIIIC. typed original 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 5 Folder 106 VIIID. Comments of T. Krenneck on first 
draft 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 5 Folder 107 VIIIE. Typed original diskette copy 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 5 Folder 108 VIIIF. R. Wooster comments on diskette 
original 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 5 Folder 109 VIIIG. JAM second draft 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 5 Folder 110 VIIIH. Second draft with de la Teja 
comments and partial JAM 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 5 Folder 111 VIII - I. Second draft with Saustrup 
comments and partial JAM 3rd draft 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 5 Folder 112 VIIIJ. Third draft with vacuum edit 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 5 Folder 113 VIIIK. Task Force 8 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 5 Folder 114 VIIIL. Chapter 8, final 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 5 Folder 115 VIIIM. Erskine notes (empty) 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 5 Folder 116 VIII 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 5 Folder 117 IXA. JAM first draft 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 5 Folder 118 IXB. JAM original 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 5 Folder 119 IXC. Typed original 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 5 Folder 120 IXD. Staff comments, original 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 5 Folder 121 IXE. JAM 2nd Draft 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 5 Folder 122 IXF. 2nd Draft with Saustrup notes and 
JAM revisions 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 5 Folder 123 IXG. Third Draft with vacuum edit 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 5 Folder 124 IXH. Task Force 9 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 5 Folder 125 IX - I. Chapter 9, final 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 5 Folder 126 IXJ. Erskine notes 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 6 Folder 127 XA. JAM first draft 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 6 Folder 128 XB. JAM original 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 6 Folder 129 XC. Typed original 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 6 Folder 130 XD. JAM second draft 
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Collection MSS # Series Box Folder Title 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 6 Folder 131 XE. Kings and de la Teja Comments on 
diskette copy of second draft 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 6 Folder 132 XF. JAM third draft 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 6 Folder 133 XG. 3rd Draft with Kaufman and Saustrup 
notes and JAM 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 6 Folder 134 XH. Fourth draft with vacuum edit 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 6 Folder 135 X - I. Task Force 10 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 6 Folder 136 XJ. Chapter 10 Final 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 6 Folder 137 XK. Erskine notes (empty) 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 6 Folder 138 XIA. JAM first draft 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 6 Folder 139 XIB. JAM original 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 6 Folder 140 XIC. Typed original 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 6 Folder 141 XID. JAM second Draft 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 6 Folder 142 XID*. Second draft diskette copy 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 6 Folder 143 XIE. Staff comments, second draft diskette 
copy 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 6 Folder 144 XIF. JAM third draft 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 6 Folder 145 XIG. Third draft with Saustrup notes and 
JAM revisions 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 6 Folder 146 XIH. 4th Draft with vacuum edit 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 6 Folder 147 XIJ. Chapter 11 final 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 6 Folder 148 XIK. Erskine notes and JAM Revisions 
(empty) 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 6 Folder 149 XI - I. Task Force 11 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 7 Folder 150 XIIA. JAM first draft 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 7 Folder 151 XIIB. JAM original 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 7 Folder 152 XIIC. Typed original 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 7 Folder 153 XIID. JAM second Draft 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 7 Folder 154 XIIE. Second draft, clean copy 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 7 Folder 155 XIIF. Staff comment, second draft 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 7 Folder 156 XIIG. JAM third draft 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 7 Folder 157 XIIH. Third draft with Saustrup notes and 
JAM Revisions 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 7 Folder 158 XII - I. Fourth draft with vacuum edit 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 7 Folder 159 XIIJ. Task Force 12 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 7 Folder 160 XIIK. Chapter 12 final 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 7 Folder 
[160a?] 

XIIK. Erskine notes (missing) 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 7 Folder 161 XIIIA. JAM first draft 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 7 Folder 162 XIIIB. JAM original 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 7 Folder 163 XIIIC. Typed original 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 7 Folder 164 XIIID. JAM second draft 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 7 Folder 165 XIIIE. Second draft clean copy 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 7 Folder 166 XIIIF. Staff comments, second draft 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 7 Folder 167 XIIIG. JAM third Draft 
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Collection MSS # Series Box Folder Title 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 7 Folder 168 XIIIH. Fourth draft with Saustrup notes and 
JAM revisions 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 7 Folder 169 XIII - I. Fifth Draft with vacuum edit 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 7 Folder 170 XIIIJ. Task Force 13 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 7 Folder 171 XIIIK. Chapter 13 final (empty) 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 7 Folder 172 Erskine Notes (empty) 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 7 Folder 
[173?] 

? 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 8 Folder 174 XIVA. JAM 1st draft 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 8 Folder 175 XIVB. JAM original 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 8 Folder 176 XIV 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 8 Folder 177 XIV 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 8 Folder 178 Texas/Michener tip page (dead matter) 

Texas Collection SC 1-26 Series 1 Box 8 At end of 
box 

Galley proofs for Texas, chapters 1-14 

 


